Horse Care
Dentistry
Adult horses have up to 42 teeth at maturity.

Equine teeth are completely different to human teeth in structure and function.
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HUMAN TOOTH                                 EQUINE TOOTH

In the adult horse the molar teeth erupt continuously and are worn away as the horse chews its food.  Each tooth has approximately 25-30 years of wear in it before it is worn away and falls out.

The ridges on the surface of the molars are very important for effective grinding of coarse food e.g. grass and hay.

As the teeth are being constantly worn down any small abnormalities of shape can quickly become a big problem.

Signs of Dental Disease

· Dropping food from the mouth (“quidding”)
· Food material collecting in the cheeks 
· Smelly breath
· Problems with the bit or bridle
· Resentment of being ridden
· Weight loss/ poor condition
Types of dental problem

· Sharp edges causing ulceration of cheeks or tongue
· Hooks at the front or back of the molars
· Missing teeth
· Overgrown teeth
· Gaps (“diastema”) between teeth with trapped food
· “Wave mouth”
· Tooth root abscesses and sinusitis
Treatment
                

· Often requires sedation for safety of horse, vet and handlers!

· Vet may want to see the horse ridden or wearing its bridle.

· Gag used to get a good view of all the teeth.

· Rasping of hooks, overgrowths and sharp edges.

· Removal of problem teeth (may require referral).
Prevention 

· Regular check ups by vet or equine dental technician

· More frequent check ups for horses that have a known tooth problem

· Treatment as necessary

