Horse Care
Worming and Vaccination
Worming

What are we worming against?

· Red worms (large and small) and Ascarids

· Pinworms and bots

· Tapeworms


Horses of all ages are susceptible to worms but youngstock are at a greater risk due to their lack of immunity. Routine worming is an important aspect of worm control but there are other useful adjuncts:

-Avoid over stocking

-Regular dropping collection

-Avoid grazing youngstock with adults

-Alternative grazing with ruminants e.g. sheep
Available Products

1) Macrocyclic lactones (Ivermectin e.g. Eqvalan/Furexel and Moxidectin e.g. Equest).
2) Benzimidazoles (Fenbendazole e.g. Panacur).
3)Tetrahydropyrymidines (Pyrantel e.g. Strongid P, Pyratape).

Dosing Guidelines
We currently recommend using:

-Ivermectin or Moxidectin for routine worming, 
-Reserve pyrimidines and benzimidazoles being reserved for strategic additional treatments e.g. the treatment of tapeworms (Pyrimidines) or encysted small redworms (5 day course of Panacur).
Foals should be wormed from 6 weeks of age with Ivermectin every 8 weeks and can be incorporated into an adult programme as yearlings.
Feacal egg couting (FEC) is a very important part of equine worming and we would always recommend dropping a sample into us at the surgery where we can test it. We will then be able to advise you which is the most suitable product for that time.
Vaccination

What do we vaccinate against?

Equine Influenza and Tetanus

What is Influenza?
Influenza is a highly contagious viral disease. It causes    symptoms such         as high temperature, harsh cough and inappetance. It can be FATAL in foals.
    -Should I vaccinate my horse?

YES. Any equid in regular contact with other horses i.e. stables, shows,    events etc should be vaccinated annually.
What is Tetanus?

It is commonly known as “locked jaw”. It is cause by bacteria in the soil that causes paralysis and is fatal. Infection can occur through any wound.

      -Should I vaccinate my horse?

YES. Any wound can be a route of infection and this condition is FATAL. The vaccine is given every other year
Initial Vaccination Course

1st vaccination (day 0)

2nd vaccination: 1 month later (day 30)

3rd vaccination: 6 months later (counting from 2nd vacc)

Annual Booster: 12 months from date of 3rd vaccination






