Horse Care
Foaling


Foaling can be a very stressful time for all involved, but it is important to emphasise that most mares foal without any problems. However, should things not progress in a perfect manner most problems can be averted with vigilant monitoring and timely intervention.

Pre-Foaling Care of the Mare
· Flu and tet vacc 4 week prior to due date to ensure foal gets adequate protection from colostrum
· Regular exercise to reduce swelling around udder and abdomen
· Check udder twice a day to detect changes as she approaches foaling, including swelling, dripping of milk or waxing up
Essentials for your foaling box
· Large stable, with clean straw/shavings, bedded down before foaling to reduce dust

· Clean sealable plastic box !

· Scissors 

· Tail bandage

· Iodine / naval spray

· Clean towels

· Clock to monitor time and progression of foaling

When To call the Vet

· Problems foaling

· Failure to pass membranes within 6 hours

· Poor milk let down

· Failure of the foal to suckle 

· Insufficient colostrum intake

· Failure of the foal to defaecate  or urinate normally

